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The Interaction between “Disposition” and “Pattern”
A Study of Zhao Yi and Wang Chang’s Friendship

Cao Yizhen, Jiang Feixue

Abstract: Zhao Yi and Wang Chang were both outstanding Jiangnan scholars in the middle of the
Qing Dynasty, who made remarkable achievements in literary creation and academic research.
Despite their respective roles as one of the leading figures in “the School of Disposition” and “the
School of Pattern”, which differ significantly in poetic thoughts, they shared a deep mutual
understanding and lifelong friendship which is very valuable. Their friendship lasted for nearly half a
century and can be divided into four distinct stages: in the early days, they worked together as officials in
the capital, lived next door to each other and shared the same interests; in the middle of the period, they
were successively demoted to garrison the southwest region, experienced the Qing and Burma War
together, and sympathized with each other; in the later stage, one of them served as official in the Qing
Dynasty, while the other did not. Although their statuses were very different, they did not change their
appreciation of each other and encouraged each other to move forward; in their late years, they lived in
the countryside and accompanied each other to summarize literary and academic achievements, Their
friendship is not only to support each other in life, but also to learn from each other in literature and
academia. It not only embodies the diversity and inclusiveness of the interaction between “the School of
Disposition” and “the School of Pattern”, but also shows the style of Jiangnan culture at that time.

Keywords: Zhao Yi; Wang Chang; friendship; “disposition”; “pattern”
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