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“Truth” and “Utility”: On the Art of Liberal Governance by Foucault

Li Yuxuan

Abstract: In The Birth of Biopolitics, Foucault profoundly analyzes liberalism from the perspective of
governmentality. The three manifestations of art of liberal governance are the veridiction of the
market, the inherent limitation based on utility, and Europe’s new vision of the international
pattern, in which political economy plays an important role as a system of knowledge and a regime
of truth. The art of liberal governance historically results in the emergence of a dual structure of “danger-
safety” and a contradictory structure of “control-freedom”, as well as the integration of liberalism and
disciplinary techniques. In terms of the relationship between biopolitics and liberalism, it is
liberalism’s new understanding of population that has led to the dominant biopolitics in a modern
sense, and the combination of biopolitics and liberalism also constitutes an important feature of
contemporary Western political practices.

Keywords: Michel Foucault; liberalism; governmentality; political economy; biopolitics
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