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Does Confucianism Promote Green Innovation Development?

Empirical Evidence from 1636 Counties in China
Yao Bo

Abstract; Based on the number of Jinshi (successful candidates in the civil service examination) in the Ming
and Qing dynasties, this paper constructs an index of Confucianism at the regional level to explore the
influence and mechanisms of Confucianism on regional green innovation and development. The results show
that Confucianism promotes the green innovation development, and this promotional effect is strengthened as
the atmosphere of Confucianism becomes more pronounced. Confucianism mainly promotes the green
innovation development through the sustainable development effect and people’s livelihood effect. In regions
with a stronger Confucianism atmosphere, there is a more significant emphasis on knowledge dissemination
and human capital accumulation, which not only enhances the recognition of the importance of sustainable
development and the desire for improving people’s livelihood, but also contributes to the realization of
regional green innovation development. The intensity of environmental protection and the degree of
intellectual property protection play a positive role in regulating the green innovation development promoted
by Confucianism. The role of Confucianism in promoting the green innovation development is more
pronounced in local enterprises, especially state-owned enterprises. This paper extends the literature on the
relationship between culture and green innovation, offering insights for understanding the differences in
regional green innovation development and the value of traditional culture,

Keywords: Confucianism; green innovation; sustainable development; people’s livelihood; education
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