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The Types, Causes, and China’s Response to “Deindustrialization”
Nian Meng, Li Minxing

Abstract: At present, China is struggling in the difficult transition from mid-to-late industrialization to
high-quality industrialization, yet there has been a phenomenon of “premature deindustrialization”. This
phenomenon has sparked concerns among scholars about whether China will fall into the “middle-income
trap” and its potential negative impacts on economic and political security. Based on the definition and
types of “deindustrialization” and their impacts, this article puts forward that manufacturing industry is
the source of innovation, the foundation of a strong country, and the ballast for national economic health.
Consequently, it argues against the blind pursuit of a service-oriented industrial structure. To promote
China’s transformation from a big manufacturing country to a manufacturing powerhouse, the article
proposes a series of feasible measures, including enhancing independent innovation capabilities, reducing
production costs, optimizing spatial layout, and integrating with advanced service industries

Keywords: typical deindustrialization; premature deindustrialization; reindustrialization
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