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The Internal Logic of Labor-Capital Relation Evolution in the
Digital Economy: From the Perspective of

Marx’s Theory of Value Movement
Dong Xiaoshan

Abstract: The continuous advancement of the digital economy has not only brought about the
continuous expansion of value proliferation and capital accumulation, but also triggered the digital
transformation of modes and forms of labor, making the evolution and development of labor-
capital relation in the digital economy an increasingly fundamental issue in today’s social and
economic production. Labor-capital relation is characterized as a historical dialectical unity of
opposites in Marxist political economics. From the theoretical perspective of Marx’s value
movement, the digitalization of the production process, the platformization of circulation
organization, and the polarization of wealth accumulation in the digital economy era have made the
development of labor-capital relation show a series of new changes to a certain extent, but its
essence has not changed. The capitalization of digital platforms and the new alienation of digital
labor have never gone beyond Marx’s analysis of the evolution of capitalist labor-capital relation.
The development of labor-capital relation in the production relations of digital capitalism has once
again confirmed the era value of Marx’s labor-capital relation theory. Under the background of the
digital economy, it is necessary to accurately understand the value movement law and behavior
characteristics of digital platform capital based on the internal logic of Marx’s labor-capital
relation theory, effectively protect the legitimate rights and interests of digital workers, explore
the establishment of labor-capital relation dominated by cooperation and sharing, and construct
harmonious labor-capital relation by reconstructing the dominant logic of social production,
circulation, and distribution.

Keywords: digital economy; labor-capital relation; Capital; digital labor
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