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The Theoretical Orientation and Appearance of Modernization of
Marx’s Natural Force Thought: Taking Capital and

Its Manuscripts as the Research Focus
Chen Quanshun

Abstract: The thought of natural force is an important component of Marx’s ecological economic
theory. In Capital and its manuscripts, Marx defined the concept of natural force from the three
levels of nature, human beings themselves and social labor, and clarified issues such as the
combination form of natural force and productive force, the nature and source of natural force,
etc. Marx integrated the thought of natural force into labor value theory, surplus value theory and
price and profit theory, which provides a new theoretical position and systematic structure for the
thought of natural force. In the two social forms of capitalism and socialism, the utilization and
restriction of natural force present different ways. Capitalism makes full use of the power of
natural force in the form of big industry, however, this process lacks regulation and limitation,
thus causing ecological crisis; socialism, especially socialism with Chinese characteristics fully
manages the relationship between utilization and restriction of natural force through the
modernization path of the harmonious coexistence between human and nature.

Keywords: Capital and its manuscripts; natural force; labor value theory; surplus value theory
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