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Uniqueness and Inherency: Badiou’s Attempt to Construct Event Poetics
Zhang Danyang

Abstract; Alain Badiou’s event philosophy systematically answers the questions of existence,
truth and subject, and points out that event has the priority of existence in the sense of ontology.
Later, he extends the basic principles of event philosophy to the study of literature and art,
focusing on the relationship between literature and art, philosophy and truth, and puts forward the
“inaesthetic” theory. The inaesthetic program calls for the occurrence of novel events, and strives to use
the unique language form of art to produce truth, so as to realize the “deconstruction” of philosophy and
art. Badiou tries to put forward an event poetics emphasizing the uniqueness and inherency of literature,
pays attention to literature as an actual event, and inspires literary theory research to go beyond the
pointless debate on the issue of essence. Although his event theory has certain inspiration for
contemporary literature research, his construction of event poetics still has limitations and deficiencies,
Only by absorbing the rich literary event thought resources of other theorists, can the contemporary
theoretical system of event poetics be constructed.

Keywords: inaesthetic; literary event; uniqueness; inherency; event poetics
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