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On Chapters of Ceylon and Maabar in The Travels of Marco Polo
He Zhen

Abstract: The Travels of Marco Polo is a world-famous record of the east by the great Italian
traveler and an important work in the history of Sino-West exchanges. The third volume of The
Trawvels of Marco Polo describes the coastal areas along the Maritime Silk Road, of which Ceylon
and Maabar chapters are the most detailed. Taking the Ceylon chapter as an example, the
authenticity and historical value of the third volume of The Travels of Marco Polo are revealed by
comparing it with other documents in similar periods. Combined with relevant research, three
aspects can be further explored: first, the process of the navigator Yighmis leading the delegation
to open a trade route and seeking Buddha's relics; second, the time when Marco Polo arrived in
Ceylon and Maabar; third, the internal reason why the delegation that Marco Polo joined after
returning home came to Ilkhanate from Maabar. The third volume of The Travels of Marco Polo
presents a prosperous scene of maritime trade and exchanges in the Yuan Dynasty in the eyes of a
European in the Middle Ages and is a valuable document that cannot be ignored in deepening the
study of the Maritime Silk Road.
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