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To “Inspire People” by “Looking for Materials in History” .
Interpretation of Three Lost Articles Not Included in the Collection

of Wu Zuguang in Central Daily
Gao Qiang

Abstract: The Historical Drama of the War o f Resistance Against Japanese Aggression , Reading Peking
Man—We Are the Second Generation of Peking Man, 1 saw the Children on Stage—A fter Waiching the
Performance of The Watch, are three lost articles not included in the collection published by Wu Zuguang
in Chongging edition of Central Daily. The Historical Drama of the War o f Resistance Against Japanese
Aggression put forward the idea of “looking for materials in history” as a solution to the formulaic problem
of drama. Reading Peking Man—We Are the Second Generation of Peking Man praises the ape image
created by Cao Yu's play Peking Man with poetic words, which is regarded by Wu Zuguang as the
“material” that dramatists have found in national history. I saw the Children on Stage—A fter Watching
the Performance of The Watch reflects on the drawbacks of “adultification” of child play during the War of
Resistance Against Japanese Aggression by praising the play The Watch adapted by Dong Linken, and Wu
Zuguang regards innocent children as “materials” that dramatists have found in individual history. These
three articles, from the perspective of summarization and classification, publicize the path of drama adaption
and performance of “looking for materials in history”, and the ultimate goal is to “inspire” the inner spirit of
the Chinese in wartime with drama stories adapted from “historical materials”.

Keywords: Wu Zuguang; lost articles not included in the collection; Central Daily; historical

materials; Peking Man; child play
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