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The Key Components and Dissemination Logic of Short Videos of
Tourist Attracting Objects: Qualitative Comparative

Analysis Based on TikTok Platform
Zhang Hong, Zheng Xufeng

Abstract: Based on Saussure’s semiotic theory, using qualitative comparative analysis (QCA)
method, choosing 10 variables from the two levels of “signifier” and “signified”, the popularity of
69 typical tourist attracting objects on TikTok platform is explored. The research results show
that first, whether short videos of tourist attracting objects can gain high “popularity” is not
determined by a single factor, but is the result of the joint action of multiple symbolic elements;
the more elements showed in the short video of tourist attracting objects, the more likely it is to
be favored by the audience. Second, the dissemination of short videos of tourist attracting objects
is not a shallow sensory experience. Therefore, the development of video content should not only
highlight its unique image. but also explore the cultural heritage and emotional symbols. Third,
the dissemination of short tourism videos should focus on the media publicity and interactive
promotion of tourist attracting objects.

Keywords: tourist attracting objects; Semiotics; dissemination logic; TikTok platform; qualitative

comparative analysis (QCA)
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