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On the Stylistic Attributes of “Harmonic and Concealed Irony”

and “Novel” in Liu Xie’s Wenxin Diaolong
Kong Deming

Abstract; Some scholars examine Liu Xie’s novel concept on the basis of the close relationship
between “harmonic and concealed irony” and “novel” in Wenxin Diaolong ., which is mainly based
on Liu Xie's saying that “Just as there is harmonic and concealed irony in prose, so is novel in
folklore.” and “Emperor Weiwen compiled The Book of Laugh with playful speeches.” In fact,
harmonic and concealed irony is a kind of rhyming words with a neat structure, and novel is not a
literary style; harmonic and concealed irony is mostly created by officials and literati, while novel
is mostly out of street talk and hearsay. In terms of literature classification, harmonic and
concealed irony with more literariness is included in other prose of poetry and prose in Hanzhi,
and in general collection of literary collection in Suizhi; novel belongs to the novelist of school of
thought in Hanzhi, and is included in novel of school of thought in Suizhi. Playful speeches
belong to harmonic and concealed irony, and comedian novel is a kind of harmonic and concealed
ironic prose similar to prose literature. The Book of Laugh based on playful speeches is not an
imitation of form, but shows the connection of pleasing style. However, the connection of
pleasing style is not the evidence of close relation between harmonic and concealed irony and
novel, even pleasing style is the common attribute of harmonic and concealed irony and novels like
The Book of Laugh. Because The Book of Laugh is included in Suizhi not for its pleasing style,
but for the reason that the jokes and stories in it come from street talk. So it’s not reliable to take
pleasing style as the evidence for the connection between harmonic and concealed irony and novel,
that is, in the Six Dynasties period, there was no connection of literary genre between harmonic
and concealed irony and novel.

Keywords: Wenxin Diaolong ; harmonic and concealed irony; novel; comedian novel; literary

genre
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