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A Geographical Analysis of Principality in Pei County

in the Western Han Dynasty
Lian Chao

Abstract; The changes of principality in Pei County was closely related to the policy of the central dynasty
and the location of Pei County. In the Western Han Dynasty, there were 44 principalities in Pei County,
especially during the ruling of Gao Emperor, Wu Emperor, Yuan Emperor and Chen Emperor, mainly in
the forms of meritorious statesman principality and prince principality. Emperor Wudi adopted a new policy
of enfeoffment, which greatly reduced the size of the principality and created the precedent that the prime
minister’s principality was often placed in Pei County. In the late period of the Western Han Dynasty, as the
realm of the vassal kingdom shrank under the policy that all sons of a lord could inherit the land, and the
reproduction of the royal family, a new phenomenon appeared that a principality was broken into smaller
principalities. The spatial distribution of the principalities in Pei County showed a certain pattern, mainly
located in the fringe area of Pei County. Prince principalities were concentrated in the northeast and
northwest bordering vassal kingdoms, and principalities of relatives of the king’s mother or wife, bestowed
by the king and of meritorious statesman were mainly in the southeast, which were deliberately separated.
Two thirds of the cities in Pei County were in the repeated changes of principality or city of the Han
Dynasty, and the principality enfeoffment had a great impact on the local administration of Pei County.
Keywords: the Western Han Dynasty; Pei County; principality; geography
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