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The Afterglow of Paradigm of Jibu.
On Qian Jibo and His Son Qian Zhongshu’s Research of

Poetry and Prose in the Qing Dynasty
Jiang Run

Abstract: Qian Jibo and and his son Qian Zhongshu studied poetry and prose in the Qing dynasty
with the idea of “paradigm of Jibu”. The idea takes Bieji as the center, focuses on the appreciation
and analysis of the texts, distinguishes the original from the derivative and point outs authors’
advantages and flaws. Qian Jibo paid more attention to prose in the Qing dynasty, especially
School of Tongcheng, about which he had more original ideas. While Qian Zhongshu laid
emphasis on poetry and his achievements are presented in Tan Yi Lu as well as his notes and
manuscripts. As to research concept and approach, both of them were deeply influenced by
“paradigm of Jibu”. Qian Jibo had tried to compile literature history, but his work doesn’t get rid
of the influence of the traditional Wenyuanzhuan in historcal records and shihua in literary
criticism. Qian Zhongshu had a thorough knowledge of both Chinese and western studies, but he
preferred “literature criticism” in approach. His interest in reading and style of criticism are very
personal. Although the research method of “paradigm of Jibu” can help them to focus on poetry
and prose in the Qing dynasty, it is somewhat different from the paradigm of the emerging
“literature history”. The interaction between the traditional literary research concept and the
emerging research paradigm is a topic worth discussing in the modern academic transition.
Keywords: Qian Jibo; Qian Zhongshu; poetry and prose in Qing Dynasty; literary history;
paradigm of Jibu
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