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Rethinking the Marxist Concept of Hero:

Based on the Comparison of Two Concepts of Hero

He Liangan, Yin Xinyao

Abstract: The Marxist concept of hero emphasizes that the masses create history and makes clear
the importance and necessity of heroes in the process of historical development. The correct
distinction between the two opposing concepts of hero answers the question of “who is a hero”. In
the face of multiple challenges in the new era such as ambiguous meaning of hero, nihilization of
historical role of hero and fading of realistic significance of hero, it is necessary to correctly
understand the inheritance and development of Marxist concept of hero by Xi Jinping’s concept of
hero for a new era. To promote Xi Jinping’s concept of hero for a new era, it is necessary to
enhance the standing of Marxist concept of hero, strengthen the heroism education of the youth,
and attach importance to the publicity of national hero spirit and related cultural products.

Keywords: hero; concept of hero; Marxist concept of hero; Xi Jinping’s concept of hero for a

new era
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