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The Scientific Dimension of Zhu Xi’s Gewu Theory from

the Perspective of Noumenon and Function

Chen Ziyang

Abstract: Zhu Xi’s Gewu theory is an important part of his moral training system. Some scholars
emphasize the inner cultivation of moral training and deny its connection with science, or affirm
the external rational search and recognize its proximity to science. The objects of Zhu Xi’'s Gewu
theory are divided into “conscience” and the “principle (Li) of all things”. The cognitive
rationality of the external part is similar to modern science, but the ultimate purpose of Gewu
theory is still the bright virtue. From the perspective of noumenon and function, Gewu theory is
not only the moral cultivation to reach the noumenon, but also the joint connecting noumenon and
function, and the approach is to penetrating the inside and outside, advancing people and things
together and combing noumenon and function. Therefore, it is necessary to integrate noumenon
and function, take benevolence to absorb wisdom, and take the rational spirit shown in the
direction of outward being the object as the point of convergence with natural science, so as to
help oneself to reach the upper level inside and then practice it downward.

Keywords: Zhu Xi; Gewu theory; moral training; noumenon and function
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