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Comments on the Translation of Stendal and Red and Black

in the Literature of the Republic of China
Guan Xinfu

Abstract: In the research field of modern translation history and the relationship between Chinese
and foreign literature, the academic community generally believes that Stendal was introduced to
China in the 1920s. However, through the compilation of the literature of the Republic of China,
the earliest translation introduction of Stendal to China should be before the May 4th Movement,
which began with the European Modern Literature History based on Zhou Zuoren's lectures in
Peking University and published in 1918. Later, newspapers and literary history works of the
Republic of China, due to the lack of comprehensive understanding of the works of foreign
writers, their contents were relatively superficial. The interpretation of Red and Black and
Julien’s image by literary history works in this period was placed in the overall framework of
enlightenment and realistic discourse. The expression of Julien’s image as a “careerist” was the
most common. It has become a classic interpretation of Julien’s image in the Chinese “Foreign
literary History”.
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