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The Inherent Limitations on the Application of the Security Exception

Clause in GATT1994. Taking the US DS544 Case as an Example
Zhou Zhongxue, Zhou Yanyun

Abstract: In the specific measures of steel and aluminum products case (DS544), China v. United
States, the issue of whether the application of the Security Exception Clause by the United States
is legitimate and justified has become the focus of the dispute between the two sides. Whether the
application of the Security Exception Clause in GATT1994 by WTO member states conforms to
the limitations contained in the clause is the key to judging whether the application is legitimate
and justified. There are still differences and disputes among member states on the standard of
restrictive application of the Security Exception Clause in GATT1994. The clarification of the
limitations on the application of the Security Exception Clause in GATT1994 has become an
urgent issue to be solved by the WTO dispute settlement body and the international economic
jurisprudential circle.

Keywords: Security Exception Clause; limitations on application; the US 232 Measures
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