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On the Protection System of Witnesses in

Underworld Society Related Cases
Hu Zhifang, Xiao Xiongwei

Abstract: Since the launch of the special crackdown campaign of underworld society related
crimes in 2018, the number of cases involving underworld society has increased rapidly. Whether
the witnesses in such cases are active to testify is an important influencing factor for the
proceeding and effectiveness of case handling. Due to the case characteristics of deep concealment,
much violence and strong organization, which are different from ordinary crimes, the danger faced
by witnesses in underworld society related cases are greater than that of ordinary witnesses, so
the protection measures adopted are also different. Specifically, in light of China’s current
legislative and judicial practices, it needs to strengthen the preventive protection of witnesses,
emphasize the protection of witness personalities, expand the protection scope of witnesses,
establish a special protection mechanism for tainted witnesses, standardize the witness protection
procedures, prevent the internal violations by public power, and form a perfect mechanism of
witness protection in underworld society related cases.

Keywords: underworld society related cases; witness protection; protection type; protection procedure
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