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On the Influence of Taizhou School’s “Civilian

Confucianism Thoughts” on the Popular Literary Trend
Qian Cheng

Abstract; The idea of “common people’s daily use is Tao” of Taizhou school promoted the
formation and popularity of the popular literary trend in the era of civilian Confucianism in the late
Ming Dynasty. As to the core area Taizhou, where Taizhou school was founded and became
popular, since the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Taizhou opera has been “more prosperous than
ever” and has became a prominent representative of regional culture from the perspective of
“Jiangnan literature”, as well as the realistic embodiment of “Jiangnan culture” going north by
crossing the Yangtse River. To some extent, the flourishing of Taizhou opera culture is
attributed to the civilian Confucianism thoughts of “common people’s daily use” of Taizhou school
and the “romantic” cultural trend. Reflected by the flourishment of Taizhou opera, the literary
thoughts of Taizhou school have profoundly influenced the arts and cultural activities since the
late Ming Dynasty, which is a vivid practice of actively promoting the cultural development by the
enlightenment thoughts in the period of social transformation and holds a unique position and
influence in social education and the development process of literature and arts.

Keywords: Taizhou school; Ming and Qing Dynasties; literary trend; Jiangnan literature; drama culture
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