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From Great Harmony to People: A Study of Modern

“Great Harmony Theory” from the Perspective of Idea Transformation

Shen Xiangyong

Abstract; The theory of “great harmony” is one of the key points in the transformation of Chinese
modern thoughts. Since modern times, “great harmony” has been one of the few words with
positive significance in the discourse of traditional Confucianism. The reinterpretation and
testification of “great harmony theory” by several modern thinkers promote its wide spread and
acceptance. In this process, the inner idea center of “great harmony theory” has been subtly
transformed. From the value expectation of maintaining social order and self-perfection of political
subjects to the realization of social ideal of equality. The focus of great harmony gradually turns
from morality to “people”. The modern “great harmony theory” has realized the idea
transformation in two aspects: first, the meaning of the “realm” of great harmony itself has been
transformed into the discourse structure of modern *“ rights”; secondly, through the
transformation of great harmony thoughts, modern Chinese society has also realized the
transformation of historical consciousness. Therefore, the re-exploration of modern “great
harmony theory” would be helpful to understand the modern adaptability of Chinese traditional
thoughts and the ideological value of “great harmony theory” in contemporary China.

Keywords: Kang Youwei; Dr. Sun Yat-sen; great harmony; moderately prosperous; historical

consciousness; “the three principles of the people”
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