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Extrication and Fetter: Feminist Movement and Enlightenment Reason

Li Xiaoni, Li Aiyong

Abstract: The Enlightenment passed reason down as the heritage; modern feminism has inherited
its characteristics of self-reflection and targeted Kant’s enlightenment issue for all female
evaluation. When criticizing the enlightenment and in the progress of self-justification and
discipline construction, it is difficult for feminism to abandon rational reflection, which is the
basic characteristic of the Enlightenment; its struggle for “democracy”, “freedom” and “equality”
is also the discourse tool of Enlightenment. The final base of demonstration is the historical
prejudice rather than pure ration, such as female autonomy, female subject independence,
democracy, freedom and equality. While criticizing the Enlightenment and pursuing all kinds of
rights, feminism is faced with a dilemma, that is, breaking away from the Enlightenment to seek
autonomy or being fettered in the enlightenment rationality.

Keywords: Enlightenment; reason; historical prejudice; gender issue; feminism
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