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On the Legal Issues of Quarantine Measures in

Public Health Emergencies
Xia Jisen, Wu Mingchi

Abstract: In public health emergencies, the widespread implementation of quarantine measures
has effectively blocked the spread of the epidemic. While such measures have achieved effective
results in epidemic prevention, they have also triggered a conflict between the basic rights of
citizens and the public interest. In legal norms, quarantine measures are uncertain. Relevant
measures must take equality as a substantive standard to regulate their boundaries and the
legitimacy reviews should be conducted from five aspects; purpose, jurisdiction, content, means
and procedure. In practice, the main implementing body and personnel of quarantine measures
have doubts about legitimacy, and new issues such as the living guarantee of the quarantined
persons, the choice of quarantine methods and the burden of quarantine costs also need to be
reviewed and discussed from the perspective of rights protection so as to achieve the balance
between individual rights and the public interest.

Keywords: quarantine measures; legitimacy; rights protection
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