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Human Capital, Labor Market Segmentation and Land-lost

Peasants’ Job Obtainment

Ma Jigian

Abstract: Using data from the China Family Panel Studies (CFPS2016), this paper analyzes the
effects of human capital and labor market segmentation on land-lost peasants’ employment
opportunities and salaries. The results show that human capital has a significant positive effect:
more educated land-lost peasants are more likely to find jobs, land-lost peasants speaking fluent
Mandarin are more likely to have access to employment, thus earning more. The effect of labor
market segmentation is also obvious: land-lost peasants with city household registers are more
likely to seize employment opportunities with higher salaries. From the west to the east, the
employment opportunities show an upward trend with the highest salaries in the east. The land-
lost peasants’ working condition is the result of the joint actions of individual and structural
factors such as human capital and labor market segmentation.

Keywords: land-lost peasants; human capital; labor market segmentation; job obtainment;

employment opportunities; salaries
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