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An Interpretation of DeLillo’s Ethical Thoughts on Science and Technology :
Taking White Noise and Cosmopolis as Examples

Wu Yuanqing, Luo Xiaowei

Abstract; The impact of science and technology on the contemporary society has always been one
of the themes in Don DeL.illo’s novels. In White Noise and Cosmo polis , Del.illo vividly depicts the
negative impacts of science and technology on the modern life and reflects on the irrational
thoughts and behaviors of human beings in the development and utilization of technology. DeLillo
believes that science and technology has promoted the development and progress of human
society, but also brought negative effects on natural ecology, social ecology and human spiritual
ecology. There is no right or wrong about science and technology itself. The problem lies in the
fact that human beings have not followed the corresponding ethical norms in the development and
utilization of science and technology. Therefore, he emphasized the ethics in the development and
utilization of science and technology through novel creation.

Keywords: Delillo; science and technology ethics; White Noise; Cosmopolis; anthropocentrism

science and technology; natural ecology; consumer society
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