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Inheritance and Innovation of Red Classics:

On the Value and Significance of Roots by Zhuang Shen

Fu Yongxian

Abstract: The novel Roots by Zhuang Shen takes Zhuang family’s young master, Zhuang
Kunlin’s experiences as a narrative structure, in which he grew up as the Hanhu district chief of
the new fourth army and died for his homeland. It not only inherits the red spirit genes of resisting
foreign insults and striving for national self-improvement of the traditional anti-Japanese theme,
but also innovates in the aspect of breaking through the traditional red narrative mode. It breaks
through the traditional single mode of red writing, integrating many kinds of narrative materials,
including family narrative, legend narrative, war narrative and so on. It promotes the story
tension of the red narrative and enriches the series of hero image in red classics. In a sense, it is
the inheritance and innovation of the red classics with the characteristics of “Chinese nation’s spir-
itual mirror and cultural heritage”.

Keywords: red classics; inheritance and innovation; Roots
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