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On Tan Xian’s Views of the History of Ci in the Qing Dynasty

Liu Honghong

Abstract: As a master of Ci poetry in the late Qing Dynasty, on the history of Ci in the Qing Dy-

nasty, Tan Xian sorted out the development of the history of Ci in the Qing Dynasty with the

clues of 27 Ci poets in the Qing Dynasty. Tan Xian divided Ci in the Qing Dynasty into three cate-

gories, namely, Ci written by Ci poets, Ci written by scholars and Ci written by the gifted and

set the first as a model. Tan Xian offered an objective and fair evaluation of the gains and losses of

two Ci schools in Zhexi and Changzhou. Besides, Tan Xian described Ci styles from different re-

gions in the late Qing dynasty with a broad perspective. Tan Xian’s judgments on the history of Ci

in the Qing Dynasty was regarded as a criterion by the later generations with profound influences.

Keywords: Tan Xian; the history of ci; Ci written by Ci poets
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