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An Analysis of Text Nestification Phenomenon in

Haruki Murakami’s Novels
Dong Xiwen, Zhao Yichen

Abstract: Based on the concept of intertextuality, “text nestification” refers to the literary phe-
nomenon that in narrative sentences, there nest some non-narrative “signs”, by which the text is
released from the literary form. The characteristic text nestification phenomenon appears fre-
quently in Haruki Murakami’s novels, that is, a large number of secondary texts nest in the basic
narrative structure, which are presented in three forms: secondary text of proper noun, secondary
text of metaphor object, and secondary text of physical environment. In the switch between the
“signifier” and the “signified”, the identity change of secondary texts and the symbolic direction
of the new matrix texts are realized. Text nestification is constructing as well as deconstructing,
through characters being constructed by the objective world to realize the deconstruction of sub-
jectivity. The excavation and analysis of this phenomenon helps to comprehend the relationship
between construction and deconstruction from a new perspective. Besides, from the perspective of
traditional Japanese literature, text nestification is the transformation and rebirth of “substance
sadness” in the modern context and the subverted inheritance of emotional expression tradition of
“substance sadness”.

Keywords: Haruki Murakami; text nestification; secondary texts; “substance sadness”
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