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Does There Exist Something Like “Natural Law”?

—A Defensive Response by Leo Strauss to Historicism

Tong Haihao

Abstract: Thoughts of our time have been dominated by positivism and historicism approaches,
both of which are major philosophical morphologies of relativism. Relativism is the essence of
“crisis of modernity”, which rejects natural law. Political philosopher Leo presents his thoughts in
Chapter One of Natural Right and History (1953) and criticizes “historicism”. On the one
hand, historicism as a theory is logically self-defeated; on the other hand, historicism as a
practice would cause normative effects of nihilism and fanaticism. Historicism is in conflict with
natural law. Strauss tries to criticize historicism in order to bring natural law back. However, his
arguments are only defensive instead of constructive. There remains much work to be done about
natural law.

Keywords: classical natural right theory; modern natural right theory; historicism
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