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The Essence of Ecological Ethics in the Transition from

Weak Al to Strong Al
Jiang Zihao, Chen Fajun

Abstract: With the development of artificial intelligence (AI), the ecological ethical issues
involved in it are more and more thought-provoking. In the process of development, Al can be
further divided into two stages: strong Al and weak Al In the weak Al stage, the essence of
ecological ethics still belongs to the category of the relationship between human and nature, Al
just serves as a technical intermediary, while in the stage of strong Al, from the perspective of
ecological ethics, AI with self-consciousness, man and natural should all be treated reasonably as
objects of ethical care, then Al changes from a technology intermediary to a moral subject to
participate in the discussion about the relationship between man and nature. Therefore, clarifying
the difference in the essences of ecological ethics between strong Al and weak Al is a necessary
prerequisite for building a harmonious symbiotic relationship among human, Al and nature in the
future.

Keywords: artificial intelligence; weak Al; strong Al; ecological ethics
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