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Ignored Producers: “Migrant Elders” in the Age

of Neoliberal Globalization

Wang Lingping, Li Hongfang

Abstract: From the perspectives of urbanization and familism, “migrant elders” are regarded as
consumers of caring service. In the production context and the global economic system, it can be
found that “migrant elders” function as the cheap labor force and prosumers. Influenced by
neoliberal globalization factors, “ migrant elders” are marginalized in the global capitalism
system, in cities they have moved in and even in their families. To change the marginalized
situation of “migrant elders”, the overall economic industry should be upgraded; the governments
of immigrant cities should pay more attention to the contribution made by “migrant elders”, make
corresponding policies to promote their social adjustment and provide them with social guarantee
and public services; it is necessary to improve livelihood, establish a moderately inclusive welfare
system, enhance the family risk-coping ability and reduce the family’s burden of child-rearing.

Keywords: “migrant elders”; ignored producers; neoliberal globalization
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