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On Obstacles of the Substantive Reform of Court Trials

Lin Guogiang

Abstract; At present, there exist limitations and deficiencies in the substantive reform of court
trials at the technical level: inappropriate selection of applicable scope of cases, case judging can't
get rid of the dependence on case files, emptification of collegial process and results, universal
outside-court output mechanism by judges, the pursuit of formal effects of substantive court
trials. The further advance of the substantive reform of court trials also faces deep-level obstacles
in terms of concept, psychology and system. To break through these obstacles, efforts should be
made in the following aspects: senior leaders should deepen the institutional reform; judges
should change their minds and implement the specific requirements of substantive reform of court
trials; the legislature should timely revise laws that are inconsistent with the substantive reform
of court trials; the institutional innovation should be encouraged. Only by making substantial
breakthroughs in these deep-level obstacles, the effectiveness of the reform can be fully and thor-
oughly demonstrated.

Keywords: substantive reform of court trials; obstacles of reform; reform at the technical level
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