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Reference of American Characteristics for the Reform of

Environmental Vertical Management System in China
Wang Meng, He Weibo

Abstract: China’s implementation of the reform of the vertical management system of monitoring,
supervision and law enforcement by environmental protection agencies below the provincial level
has broken local protectionism to a certain extent and is conducive to strengthening the
supervision of environmental law enforcement. There are many difficulties in the transformation
of management from the former “block-based” to “combination of block and strip”, especially
how to achieve the clear power and responsibility definition of “strip” and “block” and have rules
to follow. Vertical environmental reform in China has fallen into the dilemma of insufficient capac-
ity of environmental protection supervision at the municipal level, lagging behind of legal provi-
sions and lack of coordination and professionalism of environmental supervision. Vertical environ-
mental regulation in the United States has a “partnership” relationship of decentralization and bal-
ance among federal, state and environmental protection agencies with clear powers and responsi-
bilities of supervision, perfect legal system and prominent administrative law enforcement, team
specialization and other characteristics, and environmental supervision has achieved remarkable
results, which can be reference for China in the aspects of legislation, regulatory power, environ-
mental data and environmental protection system to resolve the dilemma of vertical environmental
reform.

Keywords: vertical environmental reform; combination of block and strip; vertical environmental

supervision; American characteristics
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