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Yunjian and Changzhou Ci School’s Different Reception of
Ci in the Five Dynasties and the Northern Song Dynasty

Liu Xiao

Abstract: Yunjian and Changzhou Ci School, active respectively in the late Ming Dynasty and the early
Qing Dynasty, and Jiaging Empire of the Qing Dynasty, both think highly of the Ci in the Five Dynasties
and the Northern Song Dynasty. Similar theoretical foundation means similar propositions. They both advo-
cate “coquettish” works, worship similar models, and value Huajian authors such as Wen Tingyun and Wei
Zhuang. However, differences also exist between these two schools. Yunjian Ci School prefers the genre of
“delicate restraint” while Changzhou Ci School pays more attention to the genre of “refined integration”. In
the perspective of Ci critism, Yunjian Ci School has narrower critical views than that of Changzhou Ci School
with the latter tending to gather various good qualities. These reception discrepancies are due to their differ-
ent historical backgrounds, arising contexts and developing phases of Ci-ology which bring about different
cognitive perspectives. They are in succession. They both promote Ci to a “respectable” style and, to some
degree, reveal the evolution route of the circle of Ci in the Ming and Qing Dynasties.

Key words: Yunjian Ci school; Changzhou Ci school; Ci in the Five Dynasties and the Northern

Song Dynasty; reception; the circle of Ci in the Ming and Qing Dynasties
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