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On the Evil of Administration and Ways to Avoid it
—A Review of “Opening the Evil of Administration”
Wang Feng , Tan Weihe

Abstract: The evil of administration not only exists in the industrial society and even in earlier so-
cial forms, but also often appears in today’s society. With the arrival of the post-industrial
society, the high complexity and uncertainty are becoming increasingly prominent, and the evil of
administration has gradually become a serious political and social problem, which has brought a-
bout non-negligible impacts on political ecology and social harmony. The evil of administration
that breeds under technical rationality is extremely hidden and difficult to notice. Legitimate and
legal procedures clothe it with what seems to be reasonable and noble, and harm a few administra-
tive staff and even the public in society. In order to find a suitable outlet for the ethical predica-
ment of contemporary civil servants, it is necessary to reflect on the social environment, the cul-
tural root and the basic social system in China so as to effectively prevent and avoid the evil of the
administration.

Key words: administrative evil; technical rationality; prevent and avoid; rule of virtue
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