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The Cultural Explanation about Characters

Naming in A Dream of Red Mansions

Sun Juan, Chen Liangzhong

Abstract: Name is not only an important culture symbol to mark the identity of a character, but
also embodies cultural connotations of patriarchal hierarchy and social aesthetics. Characters na-
ming in A Dream of Red Mansions presents unique ingenuity, integrates arts, customs and cul-
ture, panoramically demonstrates the real life, and skillfully reflects Cao Xueqin’s inheritance and
reflection on the traditional culture. It embodies abundant naming theories and concepts, clarifies
the value orientation of emphasizing human relations and aesthetic tendency through the binary
opposition of “true” and “false” in the naming system. reestablishes the life pursuit of “being
worthy of the name”, and repeatedly persuades people to get rid of obsessiveness and selfishness.
From the perspective of the binary opposition of true and false, people of insight like Cao Xueqin's
anxiety and response to the predicament of the era can be demonstrated.
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