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On the Nature and Legal Regulations of the Deposit of Shared Bikes

Qian Yuwen, Wu Jion

Abstract: The successive failures of shared bikes enterprises are closely related to their rapid ex-
pansion strategies, which were implemented by embezzling users’ deposit, while relevant laws
and regulations as well as the normative documents targeted at shared bikes drafted by govern-
ments at all levels have all failed to define the legal nature of the deposit, which eventually leads
to the failure of deposit refund. If the deposit can be specialized, then the paid money can be guar-
anteed by chattel pledge, if it cannot be specialized, then the deposit belongs to alienation guaran-
tee. For the consideration of the national and customer interest, the nature of the deposit of
shared bikes should be transformed into chattel pledge object to shift the nature of the deposit.
The laws and regulations established for the deposit should give consideration to the interest of
multiple parties and the principle of appropriate intervention should be employed as a basic princi-
ple for managing the deposit so as to effectively monitor the current deposit-paid accounts and en-
sure that the deposit can be refunded to the customer at last.

Key words: shared bikes; nature of the deposit; chattel pledge; legal regulation
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