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The Academic Origin of Yongjia School
Zheng Gencheng

Abstract: Yongjia school was originated by Wang Kaizu and experienced several phases, such as
the introduction of Luo school to the east and west of Zhe region by nine scholars in the supreme
college during the Yuanfeng Reign, the resurgence of Yongjia school by Zheng Boxiong and Xue
Jixuan, and the epitomization by Ye Shi. During this period, its academic focus shifted from the
early “controlling the desire for materialism” to the later “knowing and understanding the world”.
Through the thorough study of Yongjia school, two important conclusions can be reached: first,
Yongjia school represents the earliest inherence and development of Confucianism in the east and
west of Zhe region. Essentially, it is not a shallow regional academic school. Its rise and develop-
ment initiate the new look of Zhe school and the inherence and development of traditional Confu-
cianism since the two Song Dynasties; second, though the Shigong idea was made clear in Xue
Jixuan time, ideas of early Yongjia scholars like Wang Kaizu and Zhou Xingji had already embod-
ied this academic orientation. What needs more emphasis is that the Shigong orientation is not ma-
terialism, but rather in accordance with the notion of interests combing “internal saints” and “ex-
ternal kings” in Confucian tradition.

Key words: Yongjia school; Shigong; materialism; Luo school in Yichuan
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