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Individual Career Choice and Social Responsibility .

on the Wu Brothers’ Life Stories
Ge Jixia, Zhu Bingguo, Chen Lei

Abstract: At the end of the Qing Dynasty and the beginning of the Republic, the society was in a
period of great change. “Where to go” became a difficult problem for the world. Wu Jingyuan and
his brothers in Wujin district realized their social values by the principle of individual career choice
in accordance with the needs of the era and society. Wu Jingyuan entered the business trade from
politics, reversed the dangerous situations of Chinese Publishing House and Dacheng Textile Lim-
ited Company and actively promoted the local charity and public welfare undertakings. Wu Jingyi
cared for the working class and their welfare, promoting eight-hour day working system. Wu
Jingyu, “a good scholar following an official career”, advocated charity and welfare undertakings
and donated money to help the poor and young. Wu Jingyuan and his brothers obeyed their
parents’ teachings, took social responsibilities in the process of self-development, which embodies
the spirit of Confucianism and family tradition and might provide important enlightenment.

Key words: the Wu brothers; family tradition; Confucianism; education of people
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