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On the Five-Rank Nobles’ First Official
Position in the Northern Wei Dynasty

Liu Jun

Abstract: The five-rank nobility title was an important component of the political system of the
Northern Wei Dynasty. The nobles were the privileged stratum in the ruling class whose identity
characteristics and the social status were reflected by the first official position hierarchy. They u-
sually started official careers from the 4™ or 5" grade of the old law which were converted to the
6" grade of the new law, corresponding to the super or the 1* village grade, which were on the top
of aristocrats. According to the ranking titles, there existed obvious distance among every level.
The title itself just constituted the official qualification, which embodied the distinctive feature of
the TuoBa aristocracy.

Key words: the Northern Wei Dynasty; five-rank titles; village grade; the first official position; aristo-
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