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Inspiration from the Case of Ohio Valley Environmental

Coalition v, Fola Coal Company

Hu Hongling

Abstract: The case of Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition v. Fola Coal Company is a typical citi-
zen suit in America in which the plantiff succeeded in establishing before the court that the dde-
fendant violated the permits by discharging pollutants into the river. This case has fully demon-
strated the legal procedure and argument features of American public interest civil action for envi-
ronmental protection. Through the analysis of the first and the second trials of the case, it is
found out that the judicial process for American environmental citizen suits are tight and well-
founded, such as the choice of the defendant, the “notice” given by the plantiffs before commen-
cing an action, the court’s finding that plantiffs satisfy the legal standing elements. In addition,
the great weight afforded by the court to the qualified experts’ testimony is scientific and reasona-
ble. In view of the fact that environmental public interest civil ligitation in China was first enacted
in 2013 and environmental public interest administrative ligitation was embeded in law in 2017,
The analysis of American water pollution citizen litigation case can shed light on Chinese legisla-
tion and judicial process of environmental public interest ligitation.

Key words: American citizen suits; legislation procedure; expert testimony; environmental public

interest ligitation
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