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On the Balance Mechanism of Interests in

Ecological Environment Judicature

Yan Chengyi, Yan Yunqiu

Abstract: The legislation of ecological environmental protection is the first authoritative balance
of ecological interests, and ecological environment public interest litigation is the rebalance be-
tween ecological interests and material interests through litigation mechanism. Certain discretion
given to judges in specific cases is very beneficial for the dynamic balance between ecological inter-
ests and material interests. Without doubt, empowering judges to make the concrete balance of in-
terests in a case does not mean that judges can arbitrarily restrict or expand interests of the in-
volved obligee or public, but to follow certain balance standards and principles. If judges overly
favor ecological interests, it may affect the economic growth, disobey the goal of the national eco-
nomic development strategy and the beautiful ideal of people’s pursuit of a well-off life. On the
contrary, too much emphasis on material interests will severely damage the environment and ig-
nore ecological interests. Therefore, ecological environment judicature should neither sacrifice ec-
ological interests related to the sustainable development of human beings without any principle,
nor replace material interests with ecological interests blindly, but adhere to the unity of oppo-
sites, seeking a reasonable balance between ecological interests and material interests.

Key words: material interests; ecological interests; ecological environment public interest litiga-

tion; judicial balance mechanism
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