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“The Weak Principal and the Strong Subordinate” in the Four Masterpieces

in the Ming Dynasty and an Interpretation of Novel Themes

Liu Tinggian

Abstract: The four masterpieces in the Ming Dynasty all demonstrate a model of “the weak prin-
cipal and the strong subordinate”, which is not only embodied in the artistic and aesthetic level of
the novel, but also related to the creative theme of the novel. Novel themes reside in the deep im-
plications of the “weakness” on the part of the “principal”. Therefore, such a model has both hid-
ing and guiding effects on the theme of the novel, which not only interprets the theme of the no-
vel, but also reflects its depth.

Key words: the four masterpieces; the weak principal and the strong subordinate; theme
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