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A Discussion about Edicts of Ecological Protection in the Northern Dynasties
Zhao Yanxu

Abstract: In the Northern Dynasties, a series of edicts of ecological protection were promulgated,
mainly concerning forest vegetation and animal resources protection. By promulgating edicts of
prohibiting logging, preventing forest fire, saving timber and encouraging trees planting, objec-
tively forest vegetation were protected. At the same time, edicts of prohibiting hunting, prohibi-
ting tributes and keeping animals also protected animal resources. Although edicts of ecological
protection in the Northern Dynasties were unstable, the subjective purpose was to safeguard the
political stability and they belonged to the law of obligation, these edicts were still the main form
of ecological protection legislation, and of great significance to the protection and improvement of
ecological environment in the Northern Dynasties, as well as the promulgation and enforcement of
environmental protection laws of later generations.

Key words: the Northern Dynasties; forest resources; animal resources; protection; edicts
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