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The Transmutation of Refinement and Vulgarity of

Jiangnan literati in the Ming Dynasty

Wang Yingxue, Tao Xiaojun

Abstract: The concept of Refinement and vulgarity in ancient China has its epochal characters. The scholar-
ly class, with high cultivation and aesthetics, has profound influence on the standards of refinement and vul-
garity. Literati in the Ming Dynasty inherited and carried forward the previous literati culture of refinement,
and they formed a set of aesthetics practices in life. As Jiangnan area turned into the economic and cultural
center at that time, literati there became aesthetic authority of refinement and vulgarity. They lead the social
tide of consumption. Thus, literati refinement culture flowed into the worldly society through the market
mechanism and the secular public desired to follow them. Jiangnan literati represented the elegance, which
was one of the sources of superiority and respected by other social classes. Therefore, literati paid more at-
tention to distinguish refinement from vulgarity in order to maintain their own elite attributes. With increas-
ing extravagant and arrogant activities in the late Ming Dynasty, Jiangnan literati specially valued the tasting
ability and strengthened the importance of literati, so they could firmly control standards of refinement and
vulgarity.

Key words: Jiangnan area in the Ming Dynasty; the notion of refinement and vulgarity; literati life
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A Summary of the Study of “Liberal School”

Zhao Puguang, Fang Jiuyue

Abstract: The current research on “liberal school” mainly involves liberal naming legitimacy, carrier of lit-
erary genre, liberal collaborators and relationship between internal and external school. The existing
literature provides rich references for the later study, but places too much emphasis on its legitimacy while
ignores its independence and integrity as a literary school and lacks attention to its publication. Many re-
searchers coming from Jiangsu and Zhejiang province “cluster” to interpret “native village and city’s” legiti-
macy because their hometowns are located in the same areas as the original home to “liberal school”, which
exposes the narrow research horizon of literary genre study. The combing and review of “liberal school” re-
search from the perspective of literary genre will be helpful for the further study of “liberal school”.

Key words: literary genre; “liberal school”; legitimacy; literary publishing; enlightened collaborators
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