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Peasants Cooperation in Rural Public Utilities Supply:

Process Narrative and Influencing Factors
Liu Xiaofeng, Li Hui, Zhang Xin

Abstract: There are great autonomous potentials in Chinese rural areas in the present system and
environment, which provides the possibility of more efficient rural public utilities supply mode be-
sides government guiding. The autonomous behavioral analysis of Zhangzitou Village in Anhui
Province confirms that the classic cooperation theory of Olsen, Ostrom and Axelrod can be
applied to Chinese rural cooperative behaviors. But there should be a premise that peasants’ rights
are respected to involve peasants in collective choices and system design in the operating level. At
present, to promote cooperative behaviors, it is necessary to further clarify the functional bounda-
ry of local governments, respect historical traditions and the social basis of the rural society, so as
to cultivate and protect a good rural moral environment. Meanwhile, the scale of rural areas shuld
be regulated in the new countryside construction to prevent damages to rural social capital caused
by blind expansion of village scale.

Key words: cooperation; rural public utilities; peasants autonomy
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