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Criminal Law’s Inequitable Protection of Non-public Economy

Wan Zhipeng

Abstract: There are inequalities of conviction and sentencing according to the form of ownership
in China’s criminal law. The prominent reflection is to give more importance to public economy
than non-public economy. Specifically, it is very different between infringing state-owned
economic interests and infringing non-state-owned economic interests. The former might be a
crime, but the latter might be innocent. The former might constitute a crime more easily than the
latter. The former might constitute a more serious crime than the latter. The former might get a
heavy sentencing but the latter might get a light one. It’s serious violation of the principle of
equality in criminal law. In the meanwhile, it’s an obstacle to the development of market econo-
my.

Key words: criminal law; public ownership; non-public ownership; state-owned economy; equality
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