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On Impacts of Morality Books on Popular Novels: A Discussion

on the Basis of Enlightenment of Popular Fictions
Zheng Shanshan

Abstract: Various social contradictions and the confusion of the moral order provoked society-res-
cue awareness of the intellectuals in the later period of the Ming Dynasty, and a trend of leading
to goodness was increasingly highlighted in expression and narration at the time and later. Various
forms of activities that led to goodness, mainly the creation and dissemination of books concerning
goodness, permeated in all the aspects of social life, and brought impacts to the creation of popu-
lar novels during the period. Influences of morality books on popular novels are discussed concern-
ing goodness-encouraging stories, folk goodness-encouraging essays and Six Words by Zhu
Yuanzhang.

Key words: enlightenment; goodness-encouraging stories; goodness-encouraging essays; Six

Words by Zhu Yuanzhang; popular novels
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