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An Economic and Philosophical Interpretation of the

Western Electoral System

Zhang Bin, Duan Zhouyan

Abstract; The coming of commercialized era provides a possibility for the commensuration be-

tween economic and political powers sought by the newly rising bourgeoisie. The essences of

social contract and freedom and equality are based on the private property right. The legal protec-

tion of the private property right is the foundation of the western electoral system. The capital su-

premacy of the new wealth concept and its logic are dominant powers for the formation of the

western electoral system, as well as the internal logic of its evolution. The comprehensive recog-

nition of the western electoral system requires the interpretation of its economic and philosophical

foundation, which also provides significant ideas for revealing and criticizing the dilemma of the

whole western democratic and political system.

Key words: electoral system; capitalism; commercialization; economic philosophy; private prop-

erty right; wealth; capital
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