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Effects of Central Cities on Urban Agglomeration Development

—Based on the Analysis of Urban Agglomeration in Yangtze River Delta
Zhou Xixing

Abstract: Central cities often play a key role in the development of regional urban agglomeration. Non-cen-
tral cities achieve their own development by accepting the radiation and influences of central cities. It dis-
cusses the influence mechanism and channel of central cities through an empirical study of panel data of
two provinces and one city in Yangtze River Delta from 1996 to 2013. The regression result shows that the
economic development of Shanghai has significant positive influences on non-central cities. In the aspect of
transmission mechanism, the promotion is mainly achieved by human capital and firm investments, and
human capital is a more important factor. In the aspect of demand and supply, promotion effects of central
cities mainly come from the pulling effects in the demand side. The results of robustness checks by chan-
ging variables support the above conclusions.

Key words: urban agglomeration; central cities; market potentials; panel data
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