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Confucian Businessmen’s Ecological Thought of Obedience

and Its Modern Development
Sun Shangcheng, Yang Jiegao

Abstract: Generally, we talk about Confucian ecological thought mainly based on two points: firstly, it is
the unity of nature and moral ontology; secondly, it is built by Mencius which is named moral emotion
theory that advocates love all things in the world. There are four beneficial enlightenments from Confucian
thought to modern social responsibility. In addition, the Confucian theory of harmony between nature and
human finds one important side of the rule of universe beyond manpower. And it makes Confucian
businessmen’s commercial activities show the “obedience”: obedience to the natural time, obedience to the
right environment. When the thought of obedience lies in modern ecological background, it should show
more rich direction and connotation. For modern Confucian businessmen, it means they should bear nega-
tive and positive obligations.

Key words: Confucian businessmen; ecology thought; obedience; negative obligation; positive obligation
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